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Ch a mp ai g n  Co u nt y  C hap t er  

One of the main projects this year will be 
to organize a high school essay contest 
for area schools, a long-time goal of the 
Chapter which is finally within reach.  
Spearheading this effort is Cecile 
Steinberg, who will be working with Deb 
Rugg and Barbara Wisocki.  Local law 
firms and the News-Gazette have also 
expressed interest in helping.  The  
theme will focus on defending specific 
constitutional rights�stay tuned to local 
media for details. 
 

The Chapter  continues to be involved on 
community boards and panels.  Stan 
Levy is on the Champaign Police De-
partment Advisory Board and provides 
the Steering Committee with regular up-
dates on evolving policy and procedure.  
 

Stephen Portnoy has been our represen-
tative on the Juvenile Delinquency Pre-
vention Policy Board, but the board is 
disbanding for the time being due to lack 
of funding. 
 

While not officially Chapter activities, 
Steering Committee members Stan Levy 
and Stuart Laird are active advocates for 
CASA, Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates.  The Chapter heartily supports 
their efforts in helping to protect the in-
terests of minors in difficult situations. 
 

We were a co-sponsor for a candidate�s 
forum September 30th focusing on child 
welfare, providing input for questions to 
the candidates. 
 

Susan Cohen is helping to organize a 
program at the UI entitled �Increased 

Security and the Law of Unintended 
Consequences�. 
 

The Crue case involving prior restraint 
of free speech at the UI has received fa-
vorable judgments at every phase.  The 
University has appealed the latest action 
concerning the award of legal costs. 
 

The Steering Committee recently invited 
Clarence Shelley, former dean of stu-
dents and associate vice chancellor at 
UIUC, to join the committee.  Integral in 
advancing opportunities for African-
American students at the UI for more 
than 30 years, Clarence will bring vital 
knowledge and experience to the Chap-
ter. 
 

The campus chapters have representa-
tives on the Steering Committee who 
have been active as well�see page 4 for 
their updates.  The Chapter provided fi-
nancial support for speaker expenses for 
the death penalty forum in the spring and 
for a Daily Illini ad which presented a 
�know your rights� summary customized 
specifically for resident aliens.  
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The Champaign County 
Chapter annual meeting and 
dinner will be held Sunday 
April 27.  UI Chancellor 
Nancy Cantor  has agreed to 
be our featured speaker.   
 
One of the functions of the 
annual meeting is to elect 
officers and select  members 
who will serve on the Steering 
Committee. If you or some-
one you know would be inter-
ested in serving, contact  an 
existing Steering Committee 
member.  Names of suggested 
members will be given to the 
nominations committee in 
January, which will recom-
mend a slate to the member-
ship at the annual meeting. 
 
Serving on the Steering Com-
mittee is a great way to make 
sure your civil liberties con-
cerns are addressed at 
monthly meetings.  Commit-
tee members also have oppor-
tunities to organize educa-
tional or activist events and to 
serve on other community 
panels as a local representa-
tive of the ACLU.  We strive 
to have representation on the 
Steering Committee from all 
segments of our community, 
so no particular qualifications 
are necessary other than a 
commitment to the ideals of 
the ACLU. 

S AV E  T H E  
D A T E — A N N U A L  
M E E T I N G  O N  
A P R I L  2 7 ,  

Mark you Calendar  
for Nov 17! 

 
It�s time again for the  Fall Gathering.  
Let�s talk one-to-one on current  issues�
criminal justice, election results, na-
tional threats to civil liberties in the 
name of security, local free speech and 
religious freedom, the intricacies of in-
ternational law and our constitution� or  
how �bout those Bears!  See inside for 
more information... 
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The local ACLU Steering Committee 
meets on the 1st Thursday of each 
month at 7:30 pm, in the conference 
room at Campbell Hall (WILL studios) 
in Urbana..  Meetings are open to 
members—if you would like to be 
placed on the agenda, please contact 
Stan Levy or any other committee 
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ACLU Officers & Steering Committee 

Susan Cohen  
3506 S. Vine, U 61802 
384-7871 (h) 
e-mail: s-cohen3@uiuc.edu 
 
Ed Dessen 
2502 N. Cunningham, U 61801 
328-2917 
e-mail: farmlake1@aol.com 
 
C. Ward Henson 
2508 Nottingham Dr., C 61821 
359-9348 (h) 
e-mail: henson@math.uiuc.edu 
 
Harry Hilton 
1513 Maplecrest, C 61821-4401 
352-8372 (h), 333-2653 (o) 
FAX: 244-0720 
e-mail: h-hilton@uiuc.edu 
 
Stuart Laird 
306 N. State St. #6, C 61820 
369-9612 (h) 
e-mail: stuart@laird.com 
 
Allan Levy 
3 Lyndhurst Place, C 61820 
359-8148 (h), 333-9181 (o) 
e-mail: a-levy@uiuc.edu 
 
Charles McIntyre 
2016 Zuppke Dr., U 61801 
328-1323 
e-mail: cmcintyr@uiuc.edu 
 
Hiram Paley 
706 W. California, U 61801 
384-8165 (h), 333-1716 (o) 
e-mail: h-paley@uiuc.edu 
 
Lois M. Pausch 
513 N. Fourth, Box 467, St. J 61873 
469-7311 
e-mail: l-pausch@uiuc.edu 
 
Stephen Portnoy 
208 W. Florida, U 61801 
367-8853 
e-mail: portnoy@steve.stat.uiuc.edu 
 

Steve Shoemaker 
76 Greencroft, C 61821 
356-3636 (h), 337-1500 (o) 
e-mail: sshoem3636@aol.com 
 
Kristin Solberg 
2001 S. Vine, U 61802 
384-0000 (o) 
e-mail: ksolberg@novaklaw.com 
 
Cecile Steinberg 
2606 Nottingham Ct. South 
Champaign, IL 61821 
359-2607 
e-mail: ceciles@mhc.uiuc.edu 
 
Victor Stone 
1804 Pleasant, U 61801 
367-6806 (h), 333-1843(o) 
FAX: 367-6806 
e-mail: vstone@law.uiuc.edu 
 
Harvey Welch 
302 W. Vermont, U 61801 
337-0533 (h), 367-3200 (o) 
e-mail: hcwincourt@aol.com 
 
 
 
STUDENT CHAPTER: 
 
S. Margot Finn 
e-mail: skittle@tmbg.org 
 
LAW SCHOOL CHAPTER: 
 
David Christlieb 
506 W. Springfield, C 61820 
766-6280 
e-mail: christli@law.uiuc.edu 
 
Paul Pless 
506 W. Springfield, C 61820 
351-4281 
e-mail: pless@law.uiuc.edu 
 
Stacey Tutt 
819 Oakland Ave., Apt #201, U 61802 
344-0648 
e-mail: sbray@law.uiuc.edu 

OFFICERS: 
 

President: 
Stan Levy 

3006 Meadowbrook, C 61822 
352-7103, 352-4277 (fax) 

s-levy1@uiuc.edu 
 

Vice-President: 
Paul Wisovaty 

112 E. Van Allen, Tuscola 61953 
253-2157, 253-4392 (fax) 

 
Co-Secretary: 

Shirley Stillinger 
1003 S. Busey, U 61801 

344-6743 
Stillinger@attglobal.net 

 
Co-Secretary: 

Kevin Nolan 
1014 Hollycrest, C 61821 

351-5035 (h), 384-3714 (o) 
e-mail: sorrowfloats3@netscape.net 

 
Treasurer: 
Joan Severns 

1222 Foothill Dr., C 61821 
352-1875 

 
STEERING COMMITTEE: 
 
Tom Betz 
707 W. Oregon, U 61801 
328-5419 (h), 333-9053 (o) 
e-mail: tbetz_legalguy@yahoo.com 
 
Bill Brown 
304 W. Nevada, U 61801 
344-3797 
e-mail: bbrown@prairienet.org 
 

National Attention on Illinois Death Penalty: C-U 
emphasis has been on  addressing concerns of murder victims� 
families. There are upcoming events downstate in Normal and 
Decatur in October and the National Coalition will be holding 
their annual convention in Chicago October 24-27. 
 

For more information, see the web site or contact Rachael: 
http://www.icadp.org/     
phone: (312) 849-2279 
rdietkus@icadp.org     

Former Student Chapter president Rachael Dietkus has 
found a new career as Program Director for the Illinois Coali-
tion Against the Death Penalty.  Since landing this position in 
April, she has been a valuable resource for local groups orga-
nizing educational events concerning the death penalty. 
 

With Governor Ryan�s current moratorium and consideration 
of clemency for Illinois death row prisoners, Rachael has had 
a challenging and eventful first year, to say the least.  Recent 
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RSVP to: 
 

Cecile Steinberg 
2606 Nottingham Court South 

Champaign, IL 61821 
(217) 359-2607 

 
shbooks@insightbb.com 
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Roger Baldwin Award for Victor Stone 
Heartfelt congratulations go out to our chapter founder, 
UI College of Law professor emeritus Victor Stone, 
for receiving the Roger Baldwin Award at the ACLU 
of Illinois Bill of Rights Celebration Saturday October 
5.  This is the highest honor awarded by ACLU-IL,  
presented to only 8 individuals over the past 20 years 
including Victor and Dawn Clark Netsch, who also re-
ceived the award this year. 
 
In response to our letter to the chapter earlier this sum-
mer, several area members attended the event and do-
nations of more than $2000 in Victor�s honor were gen-
erated for the Roger Baldwin Foundation, the legal and 

2002 FALL GATHERING 

Sunday, November 17 
5:00 to 7:00 PM 

 
at the home of Cecile and Allan Steinberg 

  2606 Nottingham Court South 
Champaign 

 
This is the ONLY fundraising event the 

Chapter holds on an annual basis.  Please 
join us for wine, conversation and snacks! 

 
Please respond by November 13th! 

 
___Yes.  ___ of us will attend.  Enclosed is a check for $______.* 

 
___Sorry.  Can�t make it, but here is a check for the Chapter. 

 
  Name:  ______________________________________ 

  Address: ______________________________________ 

    ______________________________________ 

  Email:  ______________________________________ 

*Suggested contribution:  $20 per person; $5.00 student and limited income 
  Please make checks payable to Champaign County ACLU. 

educational arm of the ACLU.  Tax-deductible gifts 
may still be made to:  Roger Baldwin Foundation, c/o 
ACLU of Illinois, 180 Michigan Ave., Suite 2300, Chi-
cago, IL  60601-9919. 
 
An excellent feature article by Jodi Heckel ran in the 
News-Gazette on Sunday September 29, and is avail-
able on-line at:  
http://www.news-gazette.com/story.cfm?Number=12418 
 

The article details Victor�s numerous civic and profes-
sional activities as well as highlighting some of the 
higher profile cases he pursued.   



American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois 
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P.O. Box 2651, Station A 
Champaign, IL  61825-2651 

the street or pulled over in a car.  
Suggestions for locations and target 
audiences would be greatly appreci-
ated�contact David Christlieb at 
766-6280, christli@law.uiuc.edu. 
 
Both campus chapters are making a 
special effort to reach out to interna-
tional students this year. The County 
Chapter closely followed the case of 
former UI student and political ac-
tivist Ahmed Bensouda, who was 
arrested in Urbana last June on im-
migration charges and spent several 
weeks in custody before being al-
lowed to leave the country.  While 
we had made contact with ACLU-IL 
regarding the case, it was resolved 
relatively quickly due in part to 
great public response from friends 
and support from attorneys hired by 
family. 

We�re on the Web! 
WWW.ACLU-CU.ORG 
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The Champaign County Chapter is 
fortunate to have two active student 
groups�the UIUC Student Chapter 
and the College of Law Chapter. 
 
The Student Chapter held a Com-
munity forum on the death penalty 
October 2 with speakers from the 
Illinois Coalition Against the Death 
Penalty.  They are also sponsoring 
speaker Jello Biafra October 16, 
whose band the Dead Kennedys� 
Frankenchrist album was the sub-
ject of  a 1987 court battle over 
artistic expression.  He is currently 
active in the Green Party and con-
tinues challenging conventional 
wisdom as a spoken-word artist. 
 
Plans for the year include a candi-
date forum, a benefit concert, and a 
discussion of post-911 civil liber-

ties challenges featuring a video of 
legal experts who spoke at a demon-
stration on the quad earlier in the 
year.  They also hope to bring a 
speaker from NORML (the National 
Organization for Reform of Mari-
juana Laws). 
 
The College of Law Chapter  held 
their first general meeting Septem-
ber 14,  a cookout at a private home 
attracting more than 40 law stu-
dents.   
 
Their main project this year is to 
organize much needed �street law� 
classes.  These classes, geared to-
ward high school and college stu-
dents, aim to help avoid unneces-
sary arrests by educating young 
people on how to safeguard their 
rights in a calm and confident man-
ner when approached by police on 
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